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Foreword

MICRONESIAN LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

It is my honor to present this report on information gathered from the 2026 Community Outreach Series.

Access to justice begins when people understand their rights and know where to seek assistance when

needed. The 2026 Community Outreach Series was built around that principle. Guided by the theme,

Empowering Communities Through Awareness and Advocacy, this outreach series sought to bring
information and essential public services directly to the communities around Pohnpei. MLSC and its partner
agencies created opportunities for people to learn about available services, ask questions, and share real
concerns affecting their personal lives.

On behalf of the MLSC Pohnpei Office, I  extend my sincerest appreciation to all partner agencies, the

eleventh Pohnpei Legislature, municipal governments, and everyone who contributed their time and effort
to this undertaking. Most especially, I thank the members of the communities who attended, shared their
experiences, and completed the questionnaires reflected in this report. Their participation made this series

possible and gave purpose to the work documented in the pages that follow.

It is my hope that the findings presented here will guide future outreach events and contribute to making
our island of Pohnpei a more informed, accessible, and just place for all.

RRlA
Benedic "Rudson" Robert

Directing Attorney

Micronesian Legal Services Corporation

Pohnpei Office
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MICRONESIAN LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

About the 2026 Outreach Series

From February through June 2026, the Micronesian Legal Services Corporation (MLSC) Pohnpei Office
worked with several government agencies to conduct a community outreach series in five municipalities
across Pohnpei. This event was funded by the Eleventh Pohnpei Legislature.

The purpose of the series was to bring information and services closer to the communities they are intended
to serve. At each event, community members were able to learn about the roles and services of the

participating agencies and better understand where to seek assistance with legal, health, land, Social
Security, and other government-related matters.

The outreach events were held on the following dates:

U Municipality: February 27, 2026

Sokehs Municipality: March 27, 2026

Kitti Municipality: April 30, 2026

Nett Municipality: May 29, 2026

Madolenihmw Municipality: June 25, 2026

The outreach series was conducted in collaboration with: Micronesian Legal Services Corporation, Pohnpei
State Attorney General's Office, Pohnpei State Department of Health Services, FSM Social Security
Administration, FSM Public Defender's Office, Pohnpei State Court of Land Tenure, and Pohnpei State
Department of Land.

Participants at each outreach event were invited to complete a questionnaire about their understanding of

available services, the legal concerns affecting their communities, the barriers they had experienced when
seeking assistance, and the topics they believed should be prioritized in future outreach efforts.

This report is based on 200 questionnaires completed by participants across the five outreach events. Each

questionnaire question is presented before the corresponding chart or table. Some questions allowed

participants to select more than one answer; therefore, the total number of selections may exceed the

number of completed questionnaires. "N/A" indicates that a participant did not answer that particular

question, even though the participant may have completed the remaining questions in the questionnaire. It

should not be interpreted as a separate substantive response.

The information presented in this report is based on those responses and is intended to help better

understand community needs and guide future outreach efforts.
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